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the open until every man, woman and high-school pupil 
of the United States understands it, for the issues in- 
volved relate to the overthrow of cherished American 
institutions. News that President Wilson plans an 
early coast-to-coast educational campaign in behalf of 
the League, and that the Senate opposition proposes to 
take full part in the discussions, is welcome news. 



BACK TO THE SAME OLD WAYS 

D using these days men enjoy saying that we are 
entering upon a new, and as some say, better 
world. We, in this office, however, have daily evidence 
that there are some men and more women who seem 
to have been little touched by the upheaval of the 
last four years. Their ideas, their language and emo- 
tions are falling into the set phrases of 1913. Indi- 
viduals and groups who lavishly spent their energies 
then against "preparedness," a preparedness which 
looked toward military training in the schools, the in- 
crease of our navy, compulsory military service, seem 
to have arisen from a long sleep and to be taking up 
again the inconsequential things. Nearly every mail 
brings us an inquiry asking our position on the matter 
of universal compulsory military training. Articles; 
are beginning to pour in expressing great fear of our 
naval program. 

For nearly five years the world has been at war. 
Unless we can think and speak about these matters 
from a larger perspective than heretofore we have been 
asleep indeed. If Japan or England or France is to 
have a great navy, we must have a great navy. If 
we are to have a great navy, Japan, England, France, 
and Italy must have a great navy. The naval problem 
is not a national but an international problem, and 
international problems can only be solved internation- 
ally. If the new Czecho-Slovakia is to have universal, 
compulsory military training, Jugo-Slavia must have 
the same, hence Italy, hence Greece, hence Bulgaria, 
hence Eoumania and the new nations being born out 
of Eussia. If nations base themselves upon the theory 
that brute force is the sanction of national existence, 
then the nation that is wise will develop its brute force 
to the highest point of efficiency. There will be some 
hope for the reduction of armaments and the substi- 
tution of sensible physical training for the defenseless 
military system, when the nations have organized 
themselves for the purpose of co-operation, and then 
only. A general agreement upon the principles of 
the kind of international organization we can and 
will set up and live under must precede any rational 
attempt to do away with military training or reduc- 



tion of armaments. The question of universal mili- 
tary training or of disarmament is therefore at this 
time immaterial. As a matter of fact, millions of our 
boys are under military training in the army, in mili- 
tary and high schools. We shall continue this train- 
ing until we in our collective judgment think it no 
longer necessary. We have armaments greater by far 
than ever before, and second only to those of Great 
Britain. We shall have this armament and more 
rather than less until we are convinced that it is no 
longer necessary. The only way out of this situation, 
and it is a distressing situation, is along the road of 
international co-operative effort. 

We are as disturbed as the American Union Against 
Militarism that the National Guard is fastening con- 
scription upon the youth of the State of Maine, and 
that they are at work to the same ends in other States ; 
but we are not convinced that the people behind these 
measures are as the Union insists, "purely selfish." 
Whether they are selfish or not, their propaganda will 
continue as long as the international situation pre- 
sents the possibility of any nation aiming a cannon at 
the heart of the United States. 



THE FAILURE Of COMPULSORY MILITARY 

TRAINING IN THE SCHOOLS 

OF NEW YORK 

The Welsh-Slater acts adopted under the Whitman 
Administration in the State of New York, in 1916, 
provided for the compulsory military training of boys 
between sixteen and nineteen years of age. The sys- 
tem has been in operation since, and under auspices 
the most favorable to it. Upon the request of the 
Governor of the State of New York, the Eeconstruc- 
tion Commission of that State, Abram I. Elkus, chair- 
man, has finished its inquiry into the operation of the 
State military training law as applied by the State 
Military Training Commission. The report made by 
the Committee of Education of that commission has 
been reprinted by the American Union Against Mili- 
tarism, Westory Building, Washington, D. C, where 
it can be obtained. A summary of the Committee's 
report reads : 

"The Committee finds that the present military training 
law is designed to reach all boys of the State, 16, 17, and 
18 years of age, and to give them one and a half hours 
a week of drill, but in reality it reaches only a quarter of 
the number, due to the system of exemption. While this 
law has the advantage of being already in force and is an 
available instrument for the State, it has the great dis- 
advantage of interfering needlessly with school work and 



